
Personalized Medicine World Conference to honor Jonathan Knowles
 

OXFORD, England – Personalized medicine pioneer Jonathan Knowles has been named as the Personalized Medicine 
World Conference United Kingdom 2015 Honorary for his two decades of work advancing both the science and broader 
recognition of the personalized medicine field. Knowles is well known for his indefatigable passion for personalizing 
medicine to create truly effective therapies and treatments for patients.

Knowles’ work in personalized medicine stretches over several decades in both commercial and academic settings. 
Until 2009, he was for 12 years President of Group Research and Member of the Executive Committee at Roche and has 
served on the Boards of Directors for both Genentech –where he also acted as Chairman of the Corporate Governance 
Committee – and Chugai Pharmaceutical. While at Roche Dr. Knowles helped focus efforts on key disease biology and 
in-depth understanding of molecular pathology of disease. Under his leadership, the company developed and implemented 
a strategy of highly effective therapies based on personalized healthcare. His long-held passion for individualized medicine 
is exemplified by his role as Founding Chairman of the Innovative Medicines Initiative Board. The IMI is a 5.5 billion 
Euro public - private partnership which facilitates innovative partnerships amongst key stakeholders to foster and drive 
innovation in medicine.

Prior to Roche, Knowles was a Director with the Glaxo Institute in Geneva, Switzerland and Head of European Research 
for Glaxo Wellcome.

In addition to his work in the commercial arena, Prof. Knowles has also made a significant impact in academia. He is 
currently a Visiting Professor at the University of Oxford; Professor Emeritus at EPFL, Lausanne; a Member of the 
European Molecular Biology Organization; and a visiting Scholar at Pembroke College, Cambridge. Knowles also held 
a Distinguished Professorship in Personalized Medicine at FIMM (Institute for Molecular Medicine Finland) at the 
University of Helsinki from 2010 to 2014. 

In 2011, Knowles was appointed as a Trustee of Cancer Research UK, one of the world’s leading cancer research 
organizations and as a board member of A*Star, the leading state research organization in Singapore. He is currently 
Executive Chairman at two UK-based cancer immunotherapy companies, Immunocore, Ltd. and Adaptimmune, Ltd. 
Both are clinical stage companies focused on developing potent new anti - cancer therapies targeting T cell technologies.

Dr. Knowles also serves as a non-executive member of numerous biotech companies and on the international science 
advisory boards of several public organizations. He attended Magdalen College School in Oxford and received a First 
Class Honors Degree from the University of East Anglia and received his Ph.D .from the University of Edinburgh. 

Past recipients of The Personalized Medicine World Conference Honors include Dr. Leroy Hood, George Church, Brian 
Druker, Janet Woodcock and Craig Venter. The Personalized Medicine World Conference United Kingdom 2015 will be 
held at the Oxford University Museum of Natural History April 15-17 in Oxford, England. The award reception ceremony 
for Jonathan Knowles will be held April 15 from 7:00 to 9:00 pm.
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